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This paper has been prepared by the EFRAG Secretariat for discussion at a public meeting of the EFRAG 

SRB. The paper does not represent the official views of EFRAG or any individual member of the EFRAG 
SRB or EFRAG SR TEG. The paper is made available to enable the public to follow the discussions in the 
meeting. Tentative decisions are made in public and reported in the EFRAG Update. EFRAG positions, as 
approved by the EFRAG SRB, are published as comment letters, discussion or position papers, or in any 
other form considered appropriate in the circumstances.  

IG 3: Summary of changes 
Cover note 

Objective of the document 

1. The EFRAG Secretariat has analysed and summarised the responses received in the course 
of the public consultation on the [Draft] EFRAG IG 3: List of ESRS datapoints. 

2. Following the strategic direction provided by EFRAG SRB, the EFRAG Secretariat amended 
the [Draft] EFRAG IG 3: List of ESRS datapoint according to the feedback received. 

3. The present document summarises the main changes to the [Draft] EFRAG IG 3: List of ESRS 
datapoint for approval by EFRAG SRB. 

4. The abbreviation “DP” will be used to represent the term “datapoint” in this document. 

 

Structure of the paper 

5. This comment letter analysis contains: 

(a) Background; 

(b) Summary of public comments; 

(c) Summary of the reaction to the comments; 

(d) Summary of the main changes to the datapoint list; 

(e) Screenshot of the updated [Draft] EFRAG IG 3: List of ESRS datapoints 

(f) Next steps; 

(g) Questions for EFRAG SRB; 

 

Background 

6. On 22 December 2023, EFRAG published its first three draft ESRS Implementation Guidance 
documents with a deadline for public feedback of 2 February 2024. The documents are 
non-authoritative and support the implementation of ESRS.  

7. The [Draft] EFRAG IG 3: List of ESRS datapoints presents in an Excel format the complete 
list of all disclosure requirements in sector agnostic standards. The Excel file covers all the 
standards, except ESRS 1 General Requirements, as it does not set specific disclosures. The 
[Draft] EFRAG IG 3: List of ESRS datapoints is aimed at supporting undertakings in their 
preparation of the first sustainability statement according to the ESRS. 

8. The [Draft] EFRAG IG 3: List of ESRS datapoints has been accompanied by an explanatory 
note, explaining the methodology for implementing the data point list and its relationship 
with the ESRS Set 1 Draft XBRL Taxonomy. 
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9. On 20 March 2024, EFRAG SRB approved the strategic direction proposed by the 
EFRAG Secretariat with regards to the amendments to the [Draft] EFRAG IG 3: List of 
ESRS datapoints. 

10. On 21 March 2024, the EFRAG Secretariat presented the strategic direction to EFRAG 
SR TEG, which acknowledged this suggestion.  

11. According to this strategic direction then, the EFRAG Secretariat amended the [Draft] 
EFRAG IG 3: List of ESRS datapoints. The main changes are summarised hereinafter. 

12. On 11 April 2024, EFRAG SR TEG approved the amended [Draft] EFRAG IG 3: List of 
ESRS datapoints. 

 

Summary of public comments 

13. From the 46 responses received, 15 of which also attached comment letters, the 
EFRAG Secretariat identified 648 unique comments, which it classified in nine 
categories: 

(a) rename DP (25%):  respondents suggest changing the name (“label”) of the DP, 
arguing that it did not appropriately reflect the disclosure required by the 
standards, or pointed out spelling mistakes in the name of the DP. 

(b) provide more details (19%): respondents suggest providing more details in the 
DP e.g., a classification, if a DP is only required in certain circumstances ("shall 
disclose …. where relevant / if applicable / in case of…”), or if certain DPs are 
alternatives to each other; 

(c) adjust references (15%): respondents suggest changing references as the DP list 
has not properly reported the relevant paragraphs or the relevant Application 
Requirements (AR); 

(d) add DP (15%): respondents suggest adding a DP not included in the list but which, 
according to them, would be required by the standards; 

(e) remove DP (7%):  respondents suggest removing a DP as, they argue, the 
standard does not require such disclosures; 

(f) adjust phase-in (6%): respondents argue that the phase-in provisions provided 
require adjustments in the list;  

(g) classification as voluntary (6%):  respondents argue that the proposed 
classification of a DP as voluntary or mandatory does not appropriately reflect 
the standards; 

(h) change data type (4%):  respondents suggest changing the data type 
classification of the DP (i.e. from narrative to monetary); 

(i) merge DPs (4%): respondents suggest that two or more DPs should be merged. 

14. While analysing the comments provided, the EFRAG Secretariat noticed that many 
respondents used row numbers when referring to DPs. Since this could lead to some 
confusion if new rows are added or if rows are removed, the EFRAG Secretariat 
proposed adding a unique identifier to each DP.  

15. Overall, the respondents provided useful and detailed comments on specific issues 
within the datapoint list. No respondent had negative comments on the usefulness 
of the IG 3 in general. Many respondents explicitly confirmed its usefulness and 
pointed out further potential improvements, providing detailed feedback. 
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Summary of the main changes to the datapoint list 

 

16. Following the strategic direction provided by EFRAG SRB in its meeting on 20 March 
2024, the EFRAG Secretariat amended the [Draft] EFRAG IG 3: List of ESRS datapoints. 
The main improvements can be summarised as follows: 

(a) Implementation of hyperlinks between each DP in the list and the corresponding 
paragraph in the legal text; 

(b) Creation of a new column identifying conditional and alternative DPs; 

(c) Inclusion of more specific references to the phase-in provisions, including the 
year in which a DP becomes mandatory; 

(d) Inclusion of a unique identifier for each DP, in order to facilitate the references 
to specific DPs; 

(e) Other miscellaneous changes to better align the list of datapoints to the ESRS. 

 

Implementation of hyperlinks 

17. 25% of the total comments received requested the renaming of DPs. While some of 
these comments pointed out spelling mistakes in the name, the majority argued that 
the short description did not fully capture the requirements set out by ESRS.  

18. In order to avoid overly long DP names, the EFRAG Secretariat decided to implement 
hyperlinks between each DP and the corresponding paragraph in the ESRS. In this 
way, the short label could be maintained, while users requiring more information 
about specific DPs can use the hyperlink to directly jump to the legal text. 

 

New column for conditional and alternative DPs 

19. 19% of the total comments received requested more details regarding the 
applicability of the DPs. 

20. While most requirements in the ESRS apply to every undertaking, some of them only 
apply in certain circumstances. These DPs often include the wording “if applicable”, 
“where relevant”, “in case the undertaking …”, etc. 

21. Moreover, sometimes the ESRS provide alternative metrics that, if an undertaking 
decides to disclose one, is not bound the disclose the others as well. 

22. The EFRAG Secretariat added a new column to the excel workbook to identify such 
conditional and alternative DPs. In this new column, DPs only applicable in certain 
circumstances are marked with “conditional”, and alternative DPs are marked as 
“alternative” (e.g. when disclosing the number of employees in ESRS S1.50 a, 
undertakings may choose to report it at the end of the reporting period or as an 
average over the reporting period). 

 

More specific references to the phase-in provisions 

23. 6% of the comments received requested more specific references to the phase-in 
provisions. Most of these comments argued that simply pointing out DPs subject to 
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phasing-in is only of limited value, and that the specific length of the phasing-in 
period should be included instead. 

24. Other comments, moreover, pointed out incomplete or incorrect references to the 
phase-in provisions, for example in ESRS S1-8 where the phase-in only applies to 
employees in non-EEA countries, or where the standard allows for only qualitative 
disclosures in the first three years. 

25. The EFRAG Secretariat reviews the phase-in column and included the length of the 
phase-in period for each DP and provided more specific references to the scope of 
the phasing-in provision. 

 

Inclusion of unique identifiers 

26. While analysing the comments provided, the EFRAG Secretariat noticed that many 
respondents used row numbers when referring to DPs.  

27. Since, with the implementation of the feedback received, new DPs have been added 
and some DPs have been removed, the references to the row numbers may not be 
the same anymore. 

28. For this reason, the EFRAG Secretariat added a new column with a unique identifier 
for each DP. This identifier provides a reference to the disclosure requirement and a 
unique number for each DP therein. 

 

Other improvements 

29. The EFRAG Secretariat further improved the [Draft] EFRAG IG 3: List of ESRS 
datapoints by implementing other minor adjustments to the excel workbook, mainly 
by: 

(a) Including more specific instruction at the top of each sheet with regards to DPs 
that have to be reported irrespective of materiality assessment; 

(b) Including a remark at the top of each sheet that the metrics to be disclosed are 
not only those explicitly required by ESRS, but also entity-specific ones and those 
arising from other legislation or standards; 

(c) Moving the column identifying voluntary DPs closer to the DP name, for better 
readability; 

(d) Adding, removing, merging DPs and changing their data type where appropriate;  

(e) Reclassifying DPs as voluntary or as mandatory, where appropriate; and 

(f) Reviewing the references to the respective paragraph in the ESRS and to the 
relevant ARs. 

30. All the amendments to the [Draft] EFRAG IG 3: List of ESRS datapoints have been 
made in a way to maintain the consistency with the ESRS Set 1 Draft XBRL Taxonomy.  

 

Summary of the reaction to the comments 

31. Out of the 648 comments received, the EFRAG Secretariat, following the strategic 
direction provided by EFRAG SRB (as reported in the previous section), 49% of the 
comments resulted in an amendment of the datapoint list. The remaining 51% was 
either too general to be implemented, not directly related to specific DPs, or not in 
line with the strategic direction provided by EFRAG SRB. 
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32. The table below reports the number of comments that affected the datapoint list 
and those that did not, broken down by category. 

 

 Change No change Total Percentage 

Add DP 32 67 99 15% 

Change data type 12 13 25 4% 

Classification as voluntary 14 27 41 6% 

Merge DPs 10 13 23 4% 

Phase-in 36 1 37 6% 

Provide more detail 49 71 120 19% 

References 58 38 96 15% 

Remove DP 23 20 43 7% 

Rename DP 81 83 164 25% 

Total 315 333 648 100% 

Percentage 49% 51% 100%  

 

33. The category that had the most number of comments not implemented is “rename 
DP”. Most of these comments in fact, proposed to increase the level of detail in the 
name of the DP in order to better reflect the legal text. The EFRAG Secretariat, by 
including hyperlinks between the datapoints and the corresponding paragraph in the 
legal text, already addressed most of the comments raised in this category.  

34. The category “provide more detail” also reports a significant number of comments 
that, due to their too general nature, were not able to be explicitly addressed with 
respect to specific datapoints. 

 

Statistics on the number of datapoints 

35. The following tables presents the changes in the number of datapoints, broken down 
by “shall” and “may” datapoints. Minimum disclosure requirements are presented 
in a separate table as they shall be applied together with the corresponding 
Disclosure Requirements in topical ESRS. 

36. In total, the current [Draft] EFRAG IG 3: List of ESRS datapoints has 36 less datapoints 
when compared to the version published for consultation, of which 24 are “shall” 
DPs and 2 are voluntary. 

 

“Shall” DPs  
Voluntary / 
“may” DPs 

ESRS Irrespective of MA Subject to MA Total  

ESRS 2 -6  -6   

ESRS 2 MDR +2  +2   

E1  -6 -6   

E2     +1 
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E3 -1 +1   -1 

E4 -1 +3 +2   

E5 -6 -14 -20   

S1  -4 -4  -3 

S2  -1 -1  +1 

S3  -1 -1   

S4      

G1      

Total -12 -22 -34  -2 

 

37. The table below presents the count of conditional and alternative datapoints. Most 
of these datapoints are conditional, i.e. only applicable in certain circumstances ('if 
relevant’, ‘where applicable’, etc.) 

 

Conditional and alternative datapoints 

ESRS Conditional Alternative Total 

ESRS 2 26  26 

E1 55  55 

E2 8 3 11 

E3 2  2 

E4 41  41 

E5 1  1 

S1 26 6 32 

S2 11  11 

S3 12  12 

S4 10  10 

G1 8  8 

Total 200 9 209 
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Screenshot of the updated semi-final EFRAG IG 3: List of ESRS datapoints 

38. To give an impression of the structure of the updated semi-final EFRAG IG 3: List of 
ESRS datapoints, a screenshot is provided on the last page for illustrative purposes. 

 

Next steps 

39. After the approval, the new EFRAG IG 3: List of ESRS datapoints will be amended, if 
necessary, considering any further inputs by EFRAG SRB, and will then be officially 
published. 

 

Question for EFRAG SRB 

Question for EFRAG SRB 

Does EFRAG SRB approve the amended and improved [Draft] EFRAG IG 3: List of ESRS 
datapoints? 

 

Agenda papers 

40. In addition to this cover note, agenda paper for this session is: 

(a) Agenda paper 04-02_New Draft EFRAG IG 3 DPs explanatory note 
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